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INFORMATION LETTER 


publication NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION ** 


Ne. 552 Washington, D. C. May 25, 1935 


Canners Discuss Pending Legislation 


The Board of Directors of the National Canners Association met 
at Washington with the Administrative Council and representatives of 
state and commodity canners associations on May 22nd, 23rd and 24th 
to discuss pending legislation. There were also brought before the Board 
recommendations of the Administrative Council regarding the associa- 
tion’s budget for the remainder of the year. 


As a result of the meeting, the Board of Directors and the repre- 
sentatives of the state and commodity canners associations, by a prac- 
tically unanimous vote, expressed their opposition to the proposed 
amendment to the Agricultural Adjustment Act which would empower 
the Secretary of Agriculture to impose licenses upon canners, and rec- 
ommended that the amendment be stricken from the bill or so amended 
as to exempt fruits and vegetables used for canning from the provisions. 


The Board and the state and commodity association representa- 
tives voted to take no action with respect to the question of continu- 
ance of the National Industrial Recovery Act, because the discussion 
revealed that there were considerable differences of opinion among 
canners on the subject. 


The Board approved an increase of the budget of the association 
to take care of increased expenditures found necessary chiefly in con- 
nection with the Consumer Complaint Service, Home Economics work, 
and experimental packs planned by the Labeling Committee. 


The meeting was thoroughly representative of the industry. It 
included a very large majority of the Board of Directors and the 
Administrative Council of the Association and likewise representatives 
of twenty-nine state, regional or commodity associations of canners. 


President Orr, in a brief opening address, stated the purpose of 
the meeting and outlined the procedure it was proposed to follow, 
emphasizing the fact that there would be full opportunity for canners 
present to express their individual views. Both the Board of Directors 
acting for the Association, and the representatives of state or other 
associations speaking for their own organizations, President Orr stated, 
would be able to take separately such action as they might wish upon 
the various matters coming before the meeting. 
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Judge J. Harry Covington of counsel for the Association then 
made a brief address in which he emphasized the importance of the 
pending legislative questions and commended the Association for the 
policy it has followed of taking direct, constructive action on the 
questions upon which there is full agreement within the Association. 
He expressed the belief that the industry, if it is to make its influence 
felt, must base its action on practically complete agreement upon the 
course to be followed. 


Chairman E. B. Cosgrove of the Legislative Committee followed 
with a brief statement of the work of that committee and introduced 
Mr. H. Thomas Austern of the Association's counsel, who presented 
an analysis of the bills pending in Congress to amend the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act. This analysis, along with discussions from the floor, 
occupied the time of the meeting until lunch and was continued upon 
the reconvening after lunch. At the conclusion of the discussion the 
Board of Directors unanimously approved a resolution that “It is the 
sense of the meeting that the imposed-license section be stricken from 
the pending bill or so amended as to eliminate its application to 
fruits and vegetables used for canning.” Representatives of the various 
state and commodity associations then voted upon the same resolution 
and only two votes were cast in the negative. 


Upon completion of the action on the proposed amendments to 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the meeting took up the question of 
legislation to extend the National Industrial Recovery Act. Pre- 
liminary to an explanation of bills now pending, an address was made 
by Mr. Walter A. White, Resident Director of the Industrial Advisory 
Board, formerly Deputy Administrator in the N. R. A. in charge of 
negotiations for the canners’ code, and by Mr. Ralph O. Dulany, 
Chairman of the Canning Code Authority. 


Mr. White commended the work of the Canning Code Authority, 
discussed the negotiations leading up to the adoption of the canners’ 
code, the accomplishments of the N. R. A., the problems involved in 
its continuance, and the recommendations of the Industrial Advisory 
Board and the Business Advisory Council with respect to extension 
of the N. R. A. These recommendations are: 


1. Strengthen the bill by clarifying delegation of powers and pro- 
vide more adequate standards for the exercise of these powers. 


2. Remove the power granted to the President to impose anything 
but maximum hours, minimum wages, 7(a) and prohibition against 
child labor. 


3. Provide that any trade or industry may withdraw from a vol- 
untary code by affirmative action of a truly representative group. 
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4. Limit the use of insignia and compliance certificates to remove 
boycott features and to provide penalties for proven violations rather 
than a license to do business. 


5. Make violations punishable by civil rather than criminal pen- 
alties. 


6. Limit codes to members of industry actually engaged in inter- 


state commerce, or competing with others engaged in interstate com- 
merce. 


7. Extend the Act for two years. 


Chairman Dulany of the Code Authority then gave a detailed 
statement of the operation of the code since the organization of the 
Code Authority, its accomplishments, and its plans for further activi- 
ties in event the N. R. A. is extended. 


Mr. Austern then summarized the pending bills—the Harrison bill, 
which dropped out of consideration with the passage by the Senate of 
the Clark resolution (8. J. Res. 113) extending the N. I. R. A. to April 
1, 1936, and making certain amendments, and the Doughton bill (H. J. 
Res, 295), upon which the House Ways and Means Committee is now 
holding hearings and which would extend the N. R. A. two years, with 
amendatory provisions. In connection with these bills he also dis- 
cussed the related measures—the Wagner Labor Dupuis bill and the 
Black 30-hour bill. 


Discussion of the N. R. A., including reports from representatives 
of state and commodity associations upon the views of their canners 
as ascertained prior to the meeting, occupied the attention of the meet- 
ing until recess for dinner, following which discussion was resumed. 
The discussions and reports developed that there was not unanimity 
of opinion, some favoring extension of the N. R. A. without amend- 
ment, others approving its extension with modifications to insure com- 
plianee or to limit its seope to hours and wages, and still others 
opposing its continuance in any form. 


In view of this situation, a motion that the Board of Directors 
of the National Canners Association take no action on the question 
of extension of the N. R. A. was offered and adopted by practically 
unanimous vote. The same resolution was then voted upon by the 
representatives of state and commodity associations and was adopted, 
with representatives of sixteen associations approving the motion, four 
opposing, and seven not voting. 


By the vote of the Board of Directors and the representatives of 
stute and commodity associations, the individual canners and their 
organizations were thus left free to express to Congress their individual 
Wishes and views. 
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The meeting then adjourned until one o’clock on Thursday after- 
noon, at which time there were explanations and discussion of other 
pending legislation, including the Social Security bill, Copeland bill, 
Wheeler resolution, the banking bill, and other resolutions. The Board 
at this meeting approved the recommendations of the Administrative 
Council with respect to the association’s budget for the remainder of 
the year. 


At the opening session a resolution was adopted expressing the 
sympathy of the canners to Mr. O. L. Teagarden, former president of 
the Ohio Canners Association, and to members of his family, who were 
injured in an automobile accident while en route to Washington. 


There is reprinted in this issue of the InrormMation Lerrer a state- 
ment on the status of pending legislation, which was distributed to those 
in attendance at the meetings. 


Revised Report Submitted on Copeland Bill 


Senator Copeland on May 22nd obtained permission to submit 
from the Commerce Committee a revised report on the food, drugs, 
and cosmetics bill (8. 5). He stated that he asked this permission 
because all of those actively concerned in the debate on the bill are 
now united on certain amendments, which will be offered at the 
appropriate time in hopes that the bill may be passed. He further 
stated that the new report is to cover the bill as he hoped it would 
be enacted. 


It will be recalled that on April 8th several amendments proposed 
by Senator Bailey having to do with misbranding and seizures were 
adopted, whereupon Senator Copeland agreed to the bill being dis- 
placed as the “unfinished business.” It then went back to the calen- 
dar, and when it was reached on several occasions was “passed over.” 
Meantime an agreement has apparently been reached with regard to 
amendments that will be satisfactory alike to Senator Copeland and 
others so that when the bill is again reached on the calendar, it may 
be possible for action to be taken under unanimous consent procedure, 
unless objection should develop from other members of the Senate. 


Preliminary Acreage for Canning Peas 


The preliminary estimate of the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics for acreage of green peas planted for canning or manufacture 
in 1935 shows an increase of 15.5 per cent over the acreage planted in 
1934, and is the largest acreage on record. This estimate is based upon 
reports from packers representing 88 per cent of the acreage grown in 
1934. A total planting of 320,620 acres is indicated for 1935, compared 
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with 277,630 acres planted in 1934, 228,300 acres in 1933, 207,750 in 
1932, 258,930 in 1931 and 277,730 in 1930. 


The annual loss or abandonment of plantings has ranged from 
4 per cent in 1930 to 13.7 per cent in 1931 and has averaged 8.5 per cent 
for the last 5 years. An average abandonment of acreage during the 
1935 season would leave about 294,000 acres for harvest, based upon the 
present estimate of planted acreage. This would represent the largest 
harvested acreage on record and would exceed last year’s harvested acre- 
age by 18 per cent and the 5-year average of 1929-33 by 30 per cent. 
The annual acre-yields for the 5 years, 1980-34, averaged 1,395 pounds, 
ranging from 1,245 pounds in 1932 to 1,833 pounds in 1930. 


Acreage planted or 
State Planted acreage to be planted 
Aspercent Indicated 
1931 1932 1933 1934 of 1934 _— plantings 
Acres Acres Acres Acres Pet. Acres 
(ee 1,520 1,340 1,530 1,850 127 2,340 
33,000 26,000 28,700 33,700 96 32,400 


2,000 


4,200 

ee rer 6,000 5,400 5,200 6,500 125 8,100 
16,000 15,700 17,500 19,000 107 20,300 
Michigan ...... t.... 18,800 12,600 12,000 12,800 120 15,300 
Wisconsin .......... 124,000 88,000 98,000 118,000 110 129,800 


Delaware 


Maryland .....s.0e. 14,400 11,550 11,300 13,500 127 17,200 


Montana 


CE séctecneece 3,830 3,220 2,400 3,550 113 4,000 
7.400 6,600 9,300 112 12,300 
Washington ........ 2,300 2,600 3,200 9,000 167 15,000 


Other States# ...... 6,210 9410 10,010 8,350 176 14,680 


Total 


25° 930 207,750 228,300 277,630 115.5 320,620 


*“Other States” include California, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, and Wyoming for 1934 and 1935. Prior to 1934 Oregon 
and Virginia are included in this group. 


Intended Acreage of Cucumbers for Pickles 


A representative group of reports from pickle packing firms regard- 
ing their contracting or planting plans for cucumber acreage this year 
indicates that the plantings will be 15 per cent larger than in 1934, 
according to the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The report- 
ing firms had close to three-fourths of the 1984 planted acreage of 
cucumbers for pickles. Assuming this large and well-distributed report 
to be typical of the industry as a whole, the planted acreage this year 
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seems likely to go over 103,000 acres, compared with about 89,500 acres 
planted in 1934, 62,700 in 1933, 37,600 in 1932, 90,000 in 1931, and 
124,100 in 1930, 


Proposed Budget for Canning Code Authority 


The Code Authority for the Canning Industry has made applica- 
tion to the National Industrial Recovery Board for approval of a 
budget for, and a basis of contribution by members of the Industry, 
to, the expense of administering the code for the period from June 17, 
1935, to June 16, 1936, provided said code is extended by operation 
of law, or otherwise, for a period to or including June 16, 1936. 


The total amount of the budget for the period from June 17, 1935, 
to June 16, 1936, is $150,000. The basis of contribution is at the rate 
of 1/10 of 1 cent per case. Production is converted to uniform basis 
of No. 2 cans at 24 cans per case. No company which packs less 
than 1,000 cases converted into No. 2 cans at 24 cans per case will be 
subject to assessment. No company whose principal line of business 
is other than canning and packs less than 6,000 cases of No. 2 cans at 
24 cans per case will be subject to assessment. 


The contribution on the above basis is due and payable upon 
receipt of a notice of contributions due, which will be mailed to mem- 
bers of the Industry by the Code Authority as soon as practicable 


after the budget is approved. 


Criticism of, objections to or suggestions concerning said budget 
and said basis of contribution must be submitted to Deputy Adminis- 
trator Weld M. Stevens, Room 505, Barr Building, Washington, D. C., 
prior to Thursday, June 6, 1935. Any person submitting any such 
criticism, objection or suggestion must state his name, the person or 
groups whom he represents, and the facts supporting his objection, 
criticism, or suggestion. All matter submitted will be given due con- 
sideration and the National Industrial Recovery Board will act after 
consulting with such of its advisers as it may deem appropriate. 


The proposed budget includes $30,900 for salaries, $13,000 for 
office expense, $39,900 for general expense such as travel, legal fees, 
insurance, etc., and $66,200 for other expense, including $40,000 for 
field auditors, and $25,000 for reserve. 


Administrative Council Acts on Protective Fund 


The Administrative Council met at the Association's offices on 
Tuesday, May 21st, to consider the Association’s budget and proposals 
respecting the protective plan in connection with consumer complaints. 
The Council recommended increases that were found necessary in the 
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budget, and at its meeting on the following day considered the proposal 
to afford member canners greater protection under the Trust Indenture 
Fund as well as the request of certain distributors for a broader guaran- 
tee against food law violations and consumer claims. 


The Council approved a decrease of the minimum provided in the 
Trust Indenture from $3,000 to $1,000 and requested a special com- 
mittee to give this matter further study and report to the Council at 
its meeting at the next annual convention. This action gives the trustees 
of the protective fund authority to contribute to the payment of judg- 
ments or settlements in excess of $1,000, in the case of injuries sustained 
after May 22, 1935. The provisions of the Trust Indenture of April, 
1932, are otherwise unchanged. 

The matter of a more comprehensive guarantee was fully gone into 
by the Canners Conference Committee and the Association’s counsel 
in 1931 and 1932, and the Administrative Council at its meeting referred 
the subject to the special committee on consumer complaints and to 
the Canners Conference Committee to handle in consultation with the 
Association’s counsel. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


SuHipMENTS as Rerortep py THE Bureau or AcricutturaL Economics, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Week ending Week ending Total for season 


Commodity May 18 May 11 through May 18 
1934 1935 1935 1934 1935 
Vegetables: 
Beans, snap and lima ..... 497 472 601 9,962 7,563 
758 766 711 10,952 12,562 
317 350 3,616 2,997 
Ra 3 59 282 7,634 5,481 
All other vegetables: 
Domestic— 
Competing directly ... 4,416 4,897 5,441 102,359 91,870 
Competing indirectly. . 23 19 30 9,488 12,336 
Imports— 
Competing directly ... 206 521 142 18,339 21,622 
Competing indirectly...  .... 3 3 1,076 1,381 
Citrus, domestic .......... 2,835 3,765 3,127 88,932 99,913 
52 6 8 720 349 
Others, domestic ......... 2,001 1,111 1,151 24,550 178,813 


Pacific Salmon Pack 


Official statistics on the Pacific salmon pack have been issued by 
the U. 8. Bureau of Fisheries, along with which are given figures on 
the pack in British Columbia, Siberia (Kamchatka), and Japan. The 
total pack was 12,243,392 cases, divided as follows: Alaska, 7,481,830 
cases; Pacific Coast States, 901,206 cases; British Columbia, 1,582,926; 
Siberia, 1,388,921; and Japan, 888,509. 
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The pack by varieties and regions was as follows: 


Chinook Blueback, Silver Humpback Chum  8teel- 


or red, or or or or head 
Districts king sockeye coho pink keta trout 
Alaska: Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Southeastern ......... 15,504 104,308 158,527 2,622,362 394,212 ..... 
28,472 709,470 76,371 1,199,872 313,233 ..... 
EE 8,797 1,814,148 1,219 1950 33,106 ..... 
52,863 2,628,016 236,117 3,824,193 740,641 ..... 
Pacific Coast States: 
Puget Sound ......... 14,239 348,547 68,206 3,573 73,317 ..... 
Washington Coast .... 2,344 4,989 
Columbia River and 
Oregon Coast ....... 254,418 Give 27,624 16,082 
are 271,001 360,311 135,566 3,573 114,673 16,082 
Total United States and 
323,864 2,088,327 371,683 3,827,766 855,314 16,082 
British Columbia ....... 20,784 407,438 105,874 435,364 513,184 1,282 
Siberia (Kamchatka) ... 2,500 503,428 26,633 837,306 19,054 iAP 
1,148 501,208 33,068 334,732 17,453 
Grand total ........ 357,206 4,400,401 628,158 5,435,168 1,405,005 17,364 


Pending Legislation of Interest to Canning Industry 


The report of the Secretary of the National Canners Association 
to the Administrative Council at its meeting on April 23rd presented 
a statement of the status of pending legislation in which the canning 
industry is particlarly interested because of its effect on the industry. 
This following statement presents practically the same information 
brought up to date. 


NaTionaL [NpustTRIAL Recovery Act 


Developments in connection with legislative proposals to extend 
the National Industrial Recovery Act beyond June 16th, when the 
present Act expires, were summarized in a bulletin sent to all canners 
under date of April 9th. The Harrison bill (8. 2445) introduced March 
29th served largely as a basis for discussion while hearings were in 
progress before the Senate Finance Committee. 

The Senate Finance Committee, to whom this bill was referred 
on March 1st voted to report a resolution extending the N. I. R. A. to 
April 1st, 1936, with various amendatory provisions. This resolution 
(S. J. Res. 113) was introduced the same day, referred to the Finance 
Committee, reported out without amendment on May 2nd, and passed 
by the Senate on May 14th. The amendatory provisions eliminated 
price fixing except in mineral natural resource industries, made codes 
not applicable to any person whose business is wholly intrastate, and 
provided for review of codes within 30 days after June 15th. 

The House meanwhile had taken no action on the companion 
bill (H. R. 7121), introduced by Chairman Doughton of the Ways 
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and Means Committee. With the approval by the President of recom- 
mendations regarding N. R. A. legislation submitted to him on May 
16th by the National Industrial Recovery Board, the House Ways 
and Means Committee drafted a joint resolution (H. J. Res. 295), which 
was introduced by Chairman Doughton on May 20th. Hearings on the 
proposed measure were begun the same day. 

Under H. J. Res. 295, the National Industrial Recovery Act is 
extended two years, to June 16, 1937. The President is “authorized and 
directed to approve or prescribe codes of fair competition.” No code is 
to be established for any trade, industry, or subdivision thereof not sub- 
ject to Federal power to regulate interstate or foreign commerce, pro- 
vided that small or local enterprises not substantially affecting such 
commerce are exempted. Price fixing by concerted action is prohibited 
except to prohibit discriminatory price cutting or to protect small enter- 
prises, deter growth of monopolies, or prevent waste of natural 
resources, All codes approved or prescribed are required to contain 
provisions establishing minimum rates of pay, maximum hours of labor 
(and provisions for overtime), requirements of Section 7 (a), prohibi- 
tion of child labor, requirements for making reports or keeping records, 
and authority to examine same. The maximum hours and minimum 
rates of pay shall be those which the President finds to be fair and 
reasonable. 

Any code approved by the President may contain definitions of 
and prohibitions of two classes of unfair methods of competition. The 
first class are unfair practices defined in the courts or established by 
orders of the Federal Trade Commission, made subject to judicial 
review. The second are all other practices defined as unfair by those 
applying for codes and which definitions are approved by the Presi- 
dent, to be enforced by the Federal Trade Commission. 


The bill preseribes procedure for the handling of trade practices 
and regulations by the Federal Trade Commission. Administration of 
codes is left to governmental agencies. A six-months’ period is provided 
for the review of existing codes. 

The recommendations of the National Industrial Recovery Board 
included a two-year extension of the Act; three to six months period 
for revision of the codes; limitation of jurisdiction of the N. R. A. to 
industries engaged in, or substantially affecting, interstate commerce ; 
provisions for voluntary codes, and authority for imposition of limited 
codes to insure minimum wages, maximum hours, prohibition of child 


labor and Section 7 (a), and authority to prevent unfair competitive 
practices. 


Lasor Disputes 


Bills establishing a National Labor Relations Board were intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senator Wagner (8. 1958) on February 15th, and 
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in the House by Representative Connery (H. R. 6288) on February 
28th. Hearings were held by both the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor and the House Committee on Labor. The Senate bill was 
reported out with amendments by the Senate Committee on May 2nd 
(Report No, 573). On May 16th the bill was passed by the Senate 
in the form in which it was reported. 

The House bill has not yet been reported out, but on May 9th 
Representative Connery introduced a revised bill (H. R. 7978) identical 
in most of its provisions with the bill reported out by the Senate Com- 
mittee on May 2nd. 

The essential difference between the two bills is that the Senate 
bill makes the National Labor Relations Board an independent agency ; 
the House bill places the Board in the Department of Labor. 

Both bills declare the policy of encouraging collective bargaining 
and establishing the principle of majority rule in representation for 
such purposes. The company dominated union would be outlawed 
and the closed shop legalized. The bill specifies what would constitute 
unfair labor practices and makes these practices illegal. 


Tuirty-Hour Week 


The 30-hour bill (8S. 87) introduced by Senator Black on January 
4th was favorably reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 
March 28rd. On April 8th Senator Black attempted to have it made 
the unfinished business when the Copeland bill was sent back to the 
calendar. The Senate disapproved Senator Black’s motion by a vote 
of 56 to 21. Floor leader Robinson made the significant statement 
that the extension of the N. R. A. is related to the 30-hour week pro- 
posal and that opportunity should be afforded to consider this ques- 
tion before the Senate proceeds to act on the 30-hour bill. 

A companion bill (H. R. 2746) was introduced in the House on 
January 3rd by Representative Connery. It has not been reported back 
to the House. 

A. A. A. AMENDMENTS 


On February 12th Chairman Smith of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry and Chairman Jones of the House Committee 
on Agriculture introduced companion bills (S. 1807 and H. R. 5585) to 
amend the Agricultural Adjustment Act. 

Administrator Chester C, Davis of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration had announced many weeks earlier that amendments 
to the Act would be sought and had expressed his desire to confer with 
groups from interested industries regarding the proposed amendments 
before they should be put in final form for introduction in Congress. 

The Association's Legislative Committee met in Washington Janu- 
ary 3rd, 1935, for such a conference with Administrator Davis. Illness 
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prevented Mr. Davis’ attendance but he was represented by Dr. Tolley 
and Mr. Hiss. At this conference the nature of the, Administration’s 
proposals was explained in general terms, but the amendments them- 
selves were not available for examination. Similar conferences were 
held by Mr. Davis and other groups representing farm organizations 
and industries engaged in processing agricultural products. 

Beginning February 26th and closing March 6th, hearings on H. R. 
5585 were held by the House Committee on Agriculture. Beginning 
on March 7th and closing on March 16th hearings on 8. 1807 were held 
by the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. H. Thomas Austern, Association counsel, and Mr. Herbert E. 
Gray of our Legislative Committee appeared and testified in opposition 
to the amendments. Testimony of Mr. Austern was reprinted and sent 
to all canners. 

The Senate bill (S. 1807) was reported with amendments on April 
23rd (Report No. 548). Since the reporting of the bill no action has been 
taken by the Senate. 

In the House the bill (H. R. 5585) introduced by Representative 
Jones was superseded, successively, by H. R. 7088, H. R. 7713, and 
H. R. 8052. These later bills were introduced by Representative Jones 
in lieu of reporting back the original bill with amendments. On H. R. 
8052 the Committee submitted a favorable report (No. 952). The Rules 
Committee of the House is reported to have agreed upon a rule on the 
Jones bill providing for six hours’ debate and permitting amendments 
from the floor. The bill will probably come up under this rule on Tues- 
day, May 28th. 

In none of the revisions of the original bill were the provisions 
opposed by the canning industry so modified as to meet the industry's 
objections, 


Foop anp Druas Act Revision 


The Copeland bill (8. 5) and the MeCarran bill (8. 580) had been 
introduced in Congress before the time of the convention, and these 
two measures were reviewed and compared at the Administrative Coun- 
cil’s last meeting. The Copeland bill was reprinted during the conven- 
tion and copies sent to all canners. After the convention, the Legisla- 
tive Committee had a detailed analysis made of the bill, as a result of 
which various changes were recommended to Senator Copeland, and 
the bill finally took such form as to be generally satisfactory from the 
standpoint of the canning industry. Public hearings were held on 
March 2nd, 8th and 9th, at which 69 witnesses gave testimony. Chair- 
man Cosgrove of the Legislative Committee appeared on March 8th, 
and voiced general approval of the bill in the form in which it appeared 


as the third Committee print. Subsequently he filed a supplementary 
statement. 
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The bill was reported out by the Senate Commerce Committee on 
March 22nd by,a vote of 9 to 6, and the Association had the bill 
reprinted and sent it to all canners, with a statement pointing out the 
more important changes made by the Committee in the bill as originally 
introduced, 

Senate debate on the bill began on April 1st, when it was made the 
“unfinished business,” and continued until April 8th, when, after the 
adoption of several amendments proposed by Senator Bailey and un- 
acceptable to Senator Copeland and the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, the bill was displaced as the unfinished business and went back 
on the calendar. 

It has been reached on the calendar one or more times and “passed 
over.” It can be taken up by unanimous consent when again reached 
on the calendar, or on motion it might be made the unfinished business 
of the Senate. 

Meantime an effort has been made to reach a compromise relative 
to the Bailey amendments, and other amendments still pending, in- 
cluding the proposal to place supervision of advertising in the hands 
of the Federal Trade Commission. 

The Bailey amendments relate to misbranding and seizures. They 
delete clause (a) from section 401, which deals with adulterated drugs, 
and transfer it to section 402, which deals with misbranded drugs. 
They also insert two provisions by which there is allowed only one 
seizure for misbranding except upon a showing that the article is so 
misbranded as to render it imminently dangerous to health. They 
also provide that on motion, the trial in the single seizure may be 
removed to jurisdiction of a reasonable proximity to the residence 
of claimant. 


SociaAL SECURITY 


The Social Security bill, introduced in the House by Representa- 
tive Lewis on January 17th as H. R. 4142 and in the Senate by Senator 
Wagner on the same date as 8. 1130 emerged from the House Ways and 
Means Committee, after extended hearings, in the form of a new bill 
(H. R. 7260), which was formally reported on April 5th (Report 615). 
Debate upon it began in the House on April 11th under a special rule 
providing for 20 hours general debate followed by consideration of 
amendments under the five-minute rule. The bill was passed on Friday, 
April 19th, in practically the form in which it was reported, by a vote 
of 371 to 33. 

Hearings were also held by the Senate Committee on Finance, 
and that Committee has reported out a bill differing in a number of 
respects from the bill passed by the House. 
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The Department of Commerce made public on May 16th the 
report of the Social Legislation Committee of the Business Advisory 
Council on the old age securities section of the Economie Security 
bill (H. R. 7260). This report was laid before the President on May 
14th by Mr. Gerard Swope, chairman of the Committee, along with 
a report on the proposed unemployment insurance. 

After calling attention to differences, in many important respects, 
between the old age securities provisions of the present bill and the 
recommendations made by the Economic Securities Committee and the 
Advisory Council, and by Secretary Morgenthau, the Social Legisla- 
tion Committee indicates that there is still need for further considera- 
tion before the law becomes effective and that, since the present bill 
does not make the contributory plan operative until January 1st, 1937, 
the best course would seem to be to enact the old age assistance sections 
immediately, but delay action on the old age benefits, until 1936. The 
Committee suggests that in the meantime a commission could be set 
up to study the several plans and report to Congress by January 1st, 
1936. 

In its report on the unemployment insurance provisions of the 
Economic Security bill, the Social Legislation Committee recommended 
that the bill be along the lines of grants-in-aid to states, that pro- 
vision be made for employee contributions, that provisions with re- 
spect to contributions going to one general pool be modified, and that 
the employers’ contributions be only on that portion of his payroll 
where the employee is subject to benefits if unemployed and not on 
the total payroll. 


OrHer LEGISLATION 


Regulation of Motor Carriers—The Senate on April 16th passed 
the Wheeler bill (8. 1629) to regulate motor carriers. The bill provides 
for the regulation by the Interstate Commerce Commission of all 
agencies engaged in for-hire motor transportation. Regulation for 
contract carriers is less extensive than that proposed for common 
carriers. No regulation is proposed for private carriers except that the 
Commission would be authorized to regulate the qualifications and 
maximum hours of service of employes and safety of operation and 
equipment in event the Commission determines there is need for such 
regulation. 

Investigation of Processors and Distributors of Agricultural 
Products—The resolution (8. J. Res. 9) introduced by Senator Wheeler 
and passed by the Senate authorizing an investigation by the Federal 
Trade Commission of the businesses of the principal packers, processors, 
and distributors marketing the principal agricultural products is now 
in the hands of the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
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merce. This measure would permit the Federal Trade Commission to 
inquire into any and all phases of the business of the various firms, 
amounting practically to a general “fishing expedition.” 

Standards and Grades for Consumer Goods—Representative 
Huddleston on January 3rd introduced a bill (H. R. 25) which would 
authorize the Bureau of Standards to adopt grades and standards of 
quality for consumer goods, and to prescribe quality marks and 
symbols to be used on such goods. No action has been taken on the 
bill, which is in the hands of the House Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Basing Point System and Quantity Discounts—Representative 
Huddleston has introduced another bill (H. R. 6618) to abolish the 
basing point system of pricing, in which he also incorporated a pro- 
vision prohibiting quantity discounts. This bill also remains in the 
hands of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 
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